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The nine-mile-long east-facing Carlingford Lough forms a natural boundary between Co. Down in Northern Ireland and Co. Louth in the Republic. Inshore boat fishing is popular on the lough during the summer months, with Tope and Ray being the prime species on offer. The Irish Record Tope of 66.5 lbs was caught there in 1979. Virtually every season throws up a number of specimens over 40 lbs.

As the coast swings south through Dundalk Bay, so the inshore waters become very shallow, broken only by Dunany Point and the large rocky promontory at Clogher Head where there is interesting and under-utilised shore fishing in summer. The inshore waters again become shallow to the south until the estuary of the River Boyne is reached.

The River Boyne is well known as a Salmon and Trout fishery, but the estuarine waters also hold a small localised population of Bass, many of which have exceeded the specimen size of 10 lbs.

SHORE ANGLING MARKS 
1. GREENORE: Below the lighthouse, spinning accounts for Mackerel, Sea Trout, Pollack and occasional Bass. Bottom fishing on slack tides in summer produces Spurdog, Ray and Dogfish. Wrasse close to the weed margins. During autumn and early winter, Codling can also be taken, particularly at night.

2. GYLES QUAY: Pier fishing at high water for Dabs, Hounder, Plaice and Dogfish. Conger at night.

3. DUNANY POINT: To the east of Annagassan, there is shore fishing for Codling, Flounder, Dabs, Coalfish and occasional Bass and Sea Trout. Fishes particularly well after an easterly blow.

4. CLOGHER HEAD: Pier and rock fishing for Dabs, Plaice, Mullet, Conger, Mackerel in season and Codling in winter.

5. TERMONFECKIN: Where the fresh water runs onto the beach is a hot spot for Flounder, Sea Trout and Dogfish.Bass have also been taken there. Fishes well after an easterly wind.

6. RIVER BOYNE ESTUARY: Fishing from the Baltray side provides good sport for Bass, Flounder, Coalfish and occasional Sea Trout. Many specimen Bass (10 lbs+) have been taken here by spinning or freelining.

(
BAIT

Obtaining fresh bait is a major problem in this area and usually anglers must be prepared to carry a supply with them. There are, however, some lugworm beds below the Castletown River on Dundalk Bay.
